To narrate the story of our people, our fighting spirit, our aspiration, and our culture and identity; Bangladesh High Commission
in London intends to hold series of storytelling forums in the UK. These sessions can be titled as Muslinnama, the tale of Muslin;
which will be high level interactive, creative and participatory events in London, Dhaka and online, with the participation of
relevant stakeholders, mainly the ‘engaged storytellers. This will be an emancipatory process of telling the story and grow the
country as a team.
First Storytelling Forum is being planned to hold in London and on Muslin, the traditional textile heritage of Bengal. 1
HISTORY, HERITAGE, CULTURE AND PEOPLE
MUSLIN STORY:
Muslin is a cotton fabric of plain weave. It is made in
a wide range of weights from delicate sheers to
coarse sheeting. In the 17th and 18th centuries
Dhaka in the then Bengal was regarded as producing
the finest muslins. Early muslin was handwoven of
uncommonly delicate handspun yarn. It was
imported from Bengal into Europe for much of the
17th and early 18th-centuries.

Photos taken from the Book, Muslin, Written by Sonia
Ashmore, published by V @ A Publishing
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List of next storytelling sessions, Muslinnama may include Jute, Shrimp, Tea, Simon Dring and Media Boom, Valery Taylor and CRP, National Businesses’ Journey, and many more, like
Bangladeshi Cuisine, Boats and Rivers, Music, Her Stories – women empowerment, RMGs, Sufis, Sportswomen, Shipbuilding, toy industries, pharma, Harding bridge to Padma bridge and
Sundarbans, Solar HP, One J Francis and;

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210316-the-legendary-fabric-that-no-one-knows-how-to-make
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6Oc77Hp7Ds
https://www.selvedge.org/products/bangladesh-bengal-muslin-weaving
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9NIYGPOaPs
https://www.textiletoday.com.bd/dhakai-muslin-cloth-passes-ring-revived/

Suggested Date: June 10, 2022 (Friday) or any day in between June 6 (Monday) to June 10, (Friday)
Possible Venue:
Option 1: Royal College of Art. https://www.rca.ac.uk/contact-us/
Option 2: Aga Khan Centre https://www.agakhancentre.org.uk/events/ 2
Option 3: Bangladesh High Commission in London
Storytellers:
 Mr. Saiful Islam, Author of the Book, Muslin: Our Story and Chief Dreamer of the Project ‘Bengal Muslin Team’, London
 Dr Sonia Ashmore, Textile Historian, Acting Chair, Muslin Trust3 & Author of the book, Muslin4 , London, The UK
 One or Two Master Weaver/s from Bangladesh; Online
 Ms. Avalon Fotheringham, Curator of Indian Textiles at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, the UK
 Dr Shah Alimuzzaman Belal, Dean, Faculty of Textile Engineering at Bangladesh University of Textiles (BUTEX), Bangladesh
Associate Storytellers/Complimentary Co-narrators

Dr Md. Manzur Hossain, Professor, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh

Ms. Luva Nahid Choudhury, Director General of Bengal Foundation, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mr. Dan Coughlan, who is both a weaver and the Curator of Textiles at Paisley Museum in Scotland 5, the UK

One or Two representatives from Aarong, Aranya, or Kumudini and or Tangail Saree Kutir from Bangladesh Online

Representative from Cotton Development Board in Gazipur, or Bangladesh Handloom Board

Representative from Bringing Jamdani to England https://muslintrust.files.wordpress.com/2021/10/bringing-jamdani-toengland-saif-osmani_ds.pdf; https://muslintrust.org/

Someone from The Whitworth Art Gallery Manchester6
Saiful Islam, was the CEO of Drik PL between 2012 and 2016 and during his tenure, early in 2014, he assembled a team
consisting of photographers, researchers, curators and a range of contributors who quickly formed into an incredibly dynamic
and creative group of cultural activists focussed on bringing muslin alive. He is the author of the fabulous book, Muslin: Our
Stories and he is heading the Bengal Muslin Team. http://bengalmuslin.com/vision/. Saiful Islam studied in Engineering and
Business Administration and worked in multi-national companies.
His story may include the narration of the journey in search of Muslin in Bangladesh.
Dr Sonia Ashmore is a design historian and writer based in London who has lectured in both Britain and India. As a V&A
Research Fellow she published widely on the museum’s South Asian textile collections including a book, Muslin (V&A, 2012).
She also helped to catalogue a large part of the museum’s extensive South Asian textile collections. She is the course director
of online Course on Indian Textiles, Dress and Jewellery of V&A Academy Online.
She can open up the horizon of ‘Global History of Muslin’ in her narration and unfolding the stories.
2 The Aga Khan Foundation works in Bangladesh:https://www.akdn.org/where-we-work/south-asia/bangladesh
3 https://muslintrust.org/
4 Published by V@A Publishing
5 Paisley was the centre of imitation handloom muslin weaving- there was a history of highly skilled weavers- which grew into
a mechanised industry around Glasgow. http://www.paisley2021.co.uk/paisley-stories/paisley-2021-bid-cover-stories-dancoughlan/
6 Has a significant collection of South Asian Textiles

Ms. Avalon Fotheringham, the curator of Victoria and Albert Hall Museum facilitates and contribute to the development of
this exhibition on historic and contemporary South Asian textiles. She is the researchers on histories of textile technologies and
design change in South Asia. Her research interest includes the introduction and reception of early synthetic dyes, American
cotton and African indigo in India, and their consequences to Indian textile production, the 19th century collection of Indian
textiles by European collectors and institutions, and the representations of India portrayed through these collections.
She may orient the audiences about historic collection and connect of those with Muslin. She also can shed light on their
recent commissioning of a new, high quality Jamdani from Bangladesh
Dr Shah Alimuzzaman Belal, Dean, Faculty of Textile Engineering at Bangladesh University of Textiles (BUTEX) and Dr Md.
Manzur Hossain, Professor at the University of Rajshahi both of them are the researchers of a project to revive Muslin, initiated
by Bangladesh Handloom Board.
Their research stories can be the inspiration for revival.

Organizing


Participants: Other than the storytellers, maximum 15-20 people can be joined in.
These can be selected from the range of textile entrepreneurs, art entrepreneurs, relevant policy makers and political
decision makers and engaged media professionals; along with historians, and scholars from Bengal Studies disciplines.



Dissemination During the Event: This Muslinnama Session on Muslin has to be streamlined at facebook pages, websites
and youtube channels; along with the online platforms of media partners both from Dhaka and the UK.



Promotion of the events has to be made at websites, Facebook, Instagram and Youtube. One-month prior promotion
will be required, from the 2nd week of May, 2022. Media reports prior to the event can also be helpful to reach audience.
Banners and brief CGs will help for smart communications. Professional designer can be approached for help.



Dissemination afterwards: Entire session has to be documented well; textually and visually for post event dissemination
and archival purposes. Media reports will be needed. Proceedings if can be captured well and delivered to the media,
dissemination of the stories will be effective.



This event may need one or more audio visuals to be synched with the narration of stories. Narrators have also AVs. If
possible, a pamphlet can be designed and made.



Seating arrangement has to be convenient for a storytelling session and for interactive discussions. Bangladeshi Folk
forms can be explored for it.



A screen along with technical arrangement for hybrid session (online and offline) has to be made carefully and with the
help of professionals.



Ambience has to be synchronized with the content; some sorts of exhibition elements of textiles can be cascaded. Book
displays can be arranged. Photo series can also be thought of.
Contents may include reading excerpts from the books, showing the textiles, interviews/bytes, showing the weaving, a
performance if possible.




Rolling out with high level or deep media presence would be the best for the success of this event!

Contact List

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Saiful Islam, +8801731970425, +44 7714788462islam.saif25@gmail.com
Sonia Ashmore soniaashmore@btinternet.com; +44 7914723865
Ms. Luva Nahid Choudhury, Director General of Bengal Foundation, Dhaka luva@bengalfoundation.org.
..
..
..
..

Checklist
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

A team with clearly set responsibilities
Venue
Speakers
Media Partners
Participants
Content
AV, Bytes, Photo Compilation, etc.
Pamphlet
Banners, Post other contents for social media
Ambience
Logistics and equipment, recording, audio arrangements, screen, banners, etc.
Event day checklist and Responsibility Distribution
Light snacks/high tea/
________
––––
_____
Task lists prior and after for follow-up

Will be elaborated in details

